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The concentrations of dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethanes (DDTs) were investigated for urban soil samples
collected from business area (BU), classical garden (CL), culture and educational area (CU), large public
green space (LA), residential area (RE), and roadside area (RO) in Beijing. The DDTs concentrations ranged
from 0.03 to 1282.58 ng/g, with an average of 68.14 4 189.46 ng/g. The DDTs concentration in CL was
much higher than that in the other five types of land use, which was due to the usage of DDTs to protect
vegetation in CL, and the DDTs concentration was affected by both the usage history of DDTs and the

I[gei‘f:/l:‘;z;gfi:iphenyltrichloroethanes (DDTs) age of the CL. Only 22% of the samples, mainly located in RO, manifested the application of technical
Urban soils DDTs recently. DDTs concentration showed a decreasing trend from the city center to the suburb, and it
Land use increased with the age of the urban area. DDTs were positively correlated with total organic carbon and
Beijing black carbon in soils. About 81.7% of the samples met the grade I standard (50 ng/g soil) of the Chinese

Environmental Quality Standard for Soils, and only 1.5% of the samples exceeded the grade III standard

(1000 ng/g soil).

© 2009 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Urban soil is known to have unique characteristics such as
unpredictable layering, poor structure, and considerable concen-
trations of trace pollutants [1]. As pollutants in urban soils can
be easily transferred into humans through ingestion, inhalation,
or dermal routes, etc., they have a direct impact on the health
of human beings, especially children and elderly people who are
physiologically more vulnerable to environmental pollution [2-7].
Urban soils play an important role in citizens’ living, working and
recreation, therefore, the study on the environmental quality of
urban soils is necessary.

Due to the environmental persistence, dichlorodiphenyl-
trichloroethanes (DDTs) can be easily accumulated in soil,
eventually resulting in human exposure directly or indirectly.
Recently DDTs have been identified as hormone disrupters which
are capable of affecting the normal function of endocrine and repro-
ductive systems of humans [8,9]. Therefore, a need exists to better
understand the distribution and fate of DDTs in the environment.
Until now, only few researches have been done on the DDTs in
urban soils. Falandysz et al. found that the values of DDTs in the
center of Krakow city were even three orders of magnitude higher
than elsewhere of the city [10]. Covaci et al. reported that the DDTs
concentrations in urban soil of Romania did not exceed the official
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Romanian norms for DDTs of 500 ng/g soil [11]. Fu et al. found that
DDTs were the predominant compounds of OCPs in urban soil of
Taiyuan of China [12]. However, all of these studies did not con-
cern about the DDTs levels in different types of land use of urban
soils, and the pollutants in soils with different types of land use
may exert different impacts on public health [13,14], so the study
regarding to the DDTs levels in different types of land use of urban
soils is desired.

Beijing is the political, economic and cultural center of China,
with a history of over 1000 years and the residents of more
than 10 million. Several studies indicated that Beijing soils are
contaminated with persistent organic pollutants (POPs), such as
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) [15], polycyclic aromatic hydro-
carbons (PAHs)[16], and organochlorine pesticides (OCPs)[17].Zhu
et al. and Zhang et al. have studied the distribution of DDTs in the
outskirt and rural soils of Beijing [18,19]. Although Li et al. and
Wang et al. have studied the distribution of DDTs in urban soil of
Beijing, they only regarded to two types of land use: the urban parks
and the urban schools [17,20]. So far the difference of DDTs in urban
soils with different types of land use in Beijing has not been stud-
ied. With the rapid expansion and development of urbanization,
the intensity of public activity in different types of land use is dis-
tinct; therefore, the research on DDTs levels in different types of
land use as well as the possible sources and the impact factors for
DDTs distribution in Beijing is necessary.

The aim of this study was to reveal the distribution characteris-
tics of DDTs in urban soils with six types of land use in Beijing,
including residential area (RE), business area (BU), large public
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Fig. 1. Sample location of urban soil and rural soil in Beijing.

green space (LA), classical garden (CL), culture and educational area
(CU) and roadside area (RO). The possible sources of DDTs were
analyzed. The map of DDTs concentration was made to identify its
spatial distribution, and the difference of DDTs among the six types
of land use was investigated. The relationships between DDTs con-
centration and physiochemical properties, such as pH, clay content,
total organic carbon (TOC) and black carbon (BC) were studied. In
addition, the assessment of DDTs pollution in urban soils of Beijing
was also conducted.

2. Materials and methods
2.1. Study area

Beijing (39°54'N, 116°23’E), the capital of China, is one of the
biggest cities in China. Beijing spans an area of over 16,800 km?,
with urban area of 1040 km?2. Beijing city is surrounded by moun-
tains in its west, north and northeast, its southwest is plain opening
toward the lower reach of the Bohai Sea. The annual temperature
is about 11.5°C and the annual precipitation is about 650 mm, with
a temperate semi-wet monsoon climate. The main soil texture of
the studied area in this research is light loam with a pH from 7.8 to
9.1. The hypsography of Beijing is higher in the northwest direction
and lower in the southeast direction so that the rivers flow from the
northwest to the southeast areas.

2.2. Sample collection and pretreatment
In this research, the studied area located within the 5th Ring

Road of the 9 districts, including Xicheng, Dongcheng, Chongwen,
Xuanwu, Haidian, Chaoyang, Fengtai, Shi Jingshan and Changping

districts (Fig. 1). Each type of land use contained at least 8 sam-
pling sites, with each site having a consistent land use. We make
sure that the layout of all the sampling sites was as even as possible
in the urban area of Beijing. A total of 127 topsoil samples (0-20 cm)
were collected from urban area of Beijing during April-May in
2008 with a stainless steel shovel, to avoid contamination, only
the soil that did not contact with the stainless steel shovel was
collected during the sampling. The coordinates of the sample loca-
tion were recorded with a GPS, and the sampling location is shown
in Fig. 1. A total of 8 samples were collected in BU, 9 samples
were collected in CL, 9 samples were collected in CU, 12 sam-
ples were collected in LA, and 12 samples were collected in RE.
In RO, 77 samples were collected from both sides of 10 roads,
which are expressed by sampling lines in Fig. 1. Each road con-
tained at least 4 sampling sites, which were within 30 m distant
from the road. To make the samples be representative for each
type of land use, the number of sub-samples was determined based
on the area of sampling site. For RO and BU, each sample was
the mixture of 5 sub-samples taken from the sample site; for RE,
each sample was the mixture of at least 8 sub-samples taken from
the sample site; for LA, CL and CU, each sample was the mix-
ture of at least 10 sub-samples taken from the sample site. All
the samples collected were kept in sealed Kraft packages respec-
tively to avoid contamination and transported to the laboratory
immediately.

In order to better understand the effect of anthropogenic activ-
ities on the environmental quality of urban soils, 40 samples were
simultaneously collected from rural soils locating far away from
the 5th Ring Road in 12 administrative regions in Beijing (Fig. 1).
The concentrations of DDTs between urban soil and rural soil were
compared.
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For soil pretreatment, the soil samples were air-dried, slightly
crushed and sieved through a 10 mesh stainless steel sieve to
remove large debris, stones, and pebbles. The samples were then
ground by an agate mortar to pass through a 18 mesh stainless
steel sieve, sealed into a Kraft paper envelope and kept at room
temperature until analysis.

2.3. Reagents

Acetone, n-hexane, and dichloromethane, obtained from Fisher
Scientific International Inc., USA were of High Performance Liq-
uid Chromatography (HPLC) grade. Standard solutions of four
DDTs including p,p’-DDT, o,p’-DDT, p,p’-DDE and p,p’-DDD were
obtained from Labor Dr. Ehrenstorfer, Germany at concentrations
of 10mgL-!. Dilutions were made in n-hexane in order to cover
the entire range of DDTs expected in the samples. All solutions
were stored at —20°C. Pentachloronitrobenzene (PCNB), obtained
from Labor Dr. Ehrenstorfer, Germany, was used as internal stan-
dard. Silica gel 80-100 mesh was purchased from Qingdao Haiyang
Chemical Co., Ltd. (Qingdao, China). It was activated at 180°C
for 12h in a muffle and then deactivated with 3-5% distilled
water before use. Alumina 100-200 mesh, purchased from China
National Medicines Corporation Ltd., Shanghai, China, was acti-
vated at 250°C for 12 h and then deactivated with 3-5% distilled
water. Diatomite (chemical purity), obtained from Beijing Chem-
ical Factory, China, was used after being heated at 400°C for 6 h.
Anhydrous sodium sulfate, obtained from Beijing Chemical Factory,
China, was first washed with hexane, and then heated at 650 °C for
12 hprior to use. Hydrochloric acid (A.R. grade) was purchased from
Beijing Chemical Factory, China. Powdered copper (high purity),
obtained from China National Medicines Corporation Ltd., China,
was used as the desulfurizing agent and was treated with 1 mol/L
HCl before use. All glassware for experiment was soaked in a pre-
pared nitric acid lotion for above 6 h and then washed with distilled
water and oven-dried; then the glassware was washed again with
acetone for 3 times before use.

2.4. DDTs analysis

2.4.1. Extraction and cleanup

DDTs in all samples were extracted by accelerated solvent
extraction method (ASE300, Dionex, America). The soil samples
were first ground with agate mortar to pass through a 100 mesh
stainless steel sieve. 14 g soil sample and 5 g active copper pow-
der were mixed together; the copper was used to remove organic
sulfide which can interfere with the peak of p,p’-DDE [12]. One
piece of cellulose filter paper, 1g of diatomite and the mixed
sample described above were sequentially layered from the bot-
tom of the ASE cell (66 ml volume). In addition, an appropriate
amount of diatomite was packed on the top of the sample to fill
the space of the ASE cell. The extraction was then carried out
with n-hexane/acetone (1:1, V:V) at a temperature of 100°C and
a pressure of 1500 psi. The extraction was repeated twice for each
sample. The combined extracts were solvent exchanged with 10 ml
of hexane and evaporated to approximately 2 ml by rotary evapo-
rator (RE-52, Shanghai Yarong Company, China) in a water bath
at 40-45°C. The concentrated extract was transferred to the top
of a prepared SPE column (30cm x 10 mm LD.). Prior to use, the
SPE column was successively filled with 12 cm of activated sil-
ica gel, 6 cm of activated alumina and 1 cm of anhydrous sodium
sulfate, which were all pre-soaked in hexane. Then the column
was eluted first by 15ml of hexane. After that, the column was
eluted by 70ml of hexane/dichloromethane (7:3, V:V) and this
part of the elution was collected for DDTs determination. The col-
lected elution was concentrated by a rotary evaporator and then
the solvent was exchanged with 10 ml of hexane twice in order
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Fig. 2. Chromatogram of real sample.

to remove dichloromethane, and then blown to 2 ml under gentle
nitrogen stream. Twenty microlitres of PCNB (10 pg ml~1) as inter-
nal standard was added to the 2 ml concentrated extract prior to
GC analysis.

2.4.2. Chromatographic analysis

The concentrations of DDTs in the extracts were analyzed with a
Varian CP-3800 gas chromatograph equipped with a 63Ni electron
capture detector (GC-53Ni ECD) and a DB-5 fused silica capillary
column (30m x 0.25 mm I.D., and 0.25 pm film thickness). The car-
rier gas was high-purity nitrogen with a flow of 0.8 mlmin~'. The
temperature of injector and detector were kept at 250 and 330°C,
respectively. The temperature program of column oven was set to
100°C, then with 20°Cmin~! to 190°C, kept for 1 min, and further
by 4°Cmin~! to 235°C, kept for 10 min. One microlitre of sample
was injected in pulse splitless mode with the split outlet opened
after 1 min. GC peaks were identified with the accurate assignment
of retention times of each standard (+1%). The chromatogram of a
real sample was shown in Fig. 2. The residues of DDTs were deter-
mined by comparing the peak areas of the samples adjusted by
internal standard and the calibration curves of the standards.

2.5. Physicochemical parameter analysis

Parameters such as pH, clay content, total organic carbon (TOC)
and black carbon (BC) were determined for general characters
of these urban soil samples. Soil pH was measured by potential
method, with 2.5:1 ratio of water and soil. Particle size distribu-
tion was analyzed by the hydrometer method (LY/T 1225-1999).
For TOC and BC, the soil samples were first ground with agate mor-
tar to pass through a 100 mesh stainless steel sieve. An elemental
analyzer (Vario El, Elementar Analysensysteme GmbH, Germany)
was used for the TOC analysis after the samples were treated with
HCl (1:1, volume). BC content in soil samples was determined with
the chemo-thermal oxidation method [21]. Inorganic carbon in
soil samples was firstly removed by HCI (1:1, volume); amorphous
organic carbon (OC) was subsequently removed in a thermal oxida-
tion procedure at 375 °Cin a tube furnace for 24 h in the presence of
excess oxygen (air) [22]. Then BC content in soils was determined
with an elemental analyzer (Vario El, Elementar Analysensysteme
GmbH, Germany).

2.6. Quality assurance and quality control

The method detection limits (MDLs, ng/g) of each DDT were
determined as the lowest concentration giving a response of 3 times
the standard deviation of the baseline noise defined from the anal-
ysis of three control (untreated) samples [23]. For every 10 field
samples, a method blank (diatomite), a spiked blank (diatomite
spiked with standards), a matrix spike (pre-extracted soil spiked
with standards) and control sample (uncontaminated soil) were
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Table 1

The range, mean, median and geometric mean of DDTs (ng/g) and selected soil properties in urban soils.
Compounds Min? Max? Mean+S.D.2 Median? Geometric?
pH 7.8 9.1 83 +0.2 8.3 8.3
Clay (%) 14.5 433 29.1 £55 28.8 16.8
TOC (%) 2.2 6.9 1.5+ 1.0 1.3 1.3
BC (%) 0.0 2.7 0.5 + 0.5 0.4 04
p.p’-DDE 0.005 600.35 29.19 + 80.99 1.80 2.63
p.p’-DDD 0.005 185.96 3.19 £ 16.32 1.00 0.73
o,p’-DDT 0.010 322.31 13.68 + 46.27 0.83 1.03
p,p’-DDT 0.010 521.24 22.07 + 67.52 3.30 5.26
YDDTs 0.030 1282.58 68.14 + 189.46 9.96 13.72

3 Minimum, maximum, geometric mean, arithmetic mean, median were calculated assuming non-detect (ND) measurements were equal to one-half of MDLs.

processed; and duplicated samples were performed simultane-
ously. The method blank contained no detectable amount of the
target analytes. The MDLs of p,p’-DDE, p,p’-DDD, o,p’-DDT and
p,p’-DDT were 0.01, 0.01, 0.01 and 0.02 ng/g-dry weight, respec-
tively; the recoveries of p,p’-DDE, p,p’-DDD, o,p’-DDT and p,p’-DDT
in spiked blanks and matrix spikes were 71.9-95.5%, 81.5-95.1%,
96.7-113.2% and 90.0-104.2%, respectively. The calibration curves
of DDTs were determined before each batch of samples being ana-
lyzed, with the correlation coefficients (r) all greater than 0.99. All of
the calibration curves were adjusted by internal standard to remove
the change of instrument response signal caused by matrix effect
and instrument instability. A degradation check solution obtained
from Labor Dr. Ehrenstorfer, Germany was analyzed daily, and the
extent of degradation must be less than 15% before the analysis of
DDTs could proceed.

2.7. Statistical analysis

Aglobal position system (GPS) was employed to precisely record
each location of soil sampling. Conventional statistical analyses,
correlation analysis between the residues of DDTs and TOC, BC, pH
as well as clay content in the study area, and t-tests were carried
out using SPSS 17.0 statistical software. In addition, the concen-
trations of DDT and its metabolites at each sampling site were
used to construct contour maps using the program SURFER v.8.0
(Golden Software Inc., Colorado, USA), with the method of kriging
interpolation technique.

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Concentrations of DDTs in urban soils of Beijing

The concentrations of DDT and its metabolites in the soil sam-
ples followed the lognormal distribution. As shown in Table 1, the
total DDTs concentrations (sum of p,p’-DDE, p,p’-DDD, o,p’-DDT
and p,p’-DDT) in the soils varied from 0.03 to 1282.58 ng/g, with
an average of 68.144+189.46 ng/g. p,p’-DDE and p,p’-DDT were
the principal contaminants of DDTs, with a mean concentration
0f 29.19480.99 and 22.07 + 67.52 ng/g, respectively. The percent-
age of individual compounds in soils followed the sequence:
p,p’-DDE > p,p’-DDT > o,p’-DDT > p,p’-DDD. p,p’-DDE was the main
metabolite of p,p’-DDT, accounting for 42.8% of the total DDTs. Sim-
ilar results have been reported by other researchers [17,24,25]. As
DDT would be dechlorinated to DDE in aerobic conditions and DDE
is more persistent than the parent compound DDT [26], the higher
concentration of DDE was found in urban soils of Beijing.

As shown in Table 2, the mean concentration of DDTs in urban
soils was 3 times higher than that in rural soils of Beijing, and
also higher than that in Guanting Reservoir of Beijing, with fewer
anthropogenic activities [19]. Similarly, the level of DDTs in this
study was much higher than that in Tibet, which was considered
as an area of pristine [27], suggesting that the DDTs levels in urban

soils were affected by anthropogenic activities. The concentration
of DDTs in this study was much lower than that in the industrial
site soil of Beijing, which was occupied by a OCPs (HCH and DDT)
pesticides plant until 1983 [28]. In comparison with other cities
in China, the mean concentration of DDTs in Beijing urban soils
was lower than that in surface soils of Hong Kong and Yinchuan
[29,30]; and close to that in Taiyuan urban soils [12] and that in
Tianjin urban soils [25]. Compared with regions outside China,
the average concentration of DDTs in Beijing was considerably
lower than that found in the urban soils of Romania [11], and
that in the urban and rural soils of Katowice and Krakow [10] in
Poland.

3.2. Sources of DDTs in urban soils

Technical DDT is typically composed of 77.1% p,p’-DDT, 14.9%
0,p’-DDT, 4% p,p’-DDE, and some other trace impurities. The ratio
of parent compounds to metabolites was used to infer sources
and qualitatively judge the age of contaminant residues in soil.
The ratio of (p,p’-DDE + p,p’-DDD) to p,p’-DDT can be used to indi-
cate whether p,p’-DDT in soils is “aged (degraded)” or “new (input
recently)” [31,32]. If the ratio is higher than 1, it means that DDTs
in soils are aged mixtures and if the ratio is lower than 1, it indi-
cates that the parent DDT is inputted to soils recently [33]. In this
study, the ratios of the urban soils ranged from 0.00 to 1063.41,
with a geometric mean of 1.20. The ratio was higher than 1 for 78%
of the samples, indicating that most of the sampling sites had no
DDTs input recently. The ratio was lower than 1 for only 22% of the
samples, which were mainly collected from the RO. The results also
showed that although high DDTs level was detected in CL, there was
no recent application of DDT in CL except the Yuetan Park.

Recently, the ratio of o,p’-DDT to p,p’-DDT was used to dis-
tinguish whether DDT contamination was caused by the usage of
technical DDT or dicofol. It is reported that dicofol contains about
3-7% of DDTs as impurities, in which the ratio of o,p’-DDT to p,p’-
DDT ranges from 1.3 to 9.3, while in technical DDT the ratio only
ranges from 0.2 to 0.3 [31]. In this study, the ratio of o,p’-DDT to
p,p’-DDT varied from 0.00 to 1.73, with geometric mean of 0.06, it
was higher than 0.3 for only 7.4% of the samples, indicating that
the recent application of DDT is mainly introduced by the use of
technical DDT.

3.3. Comparision of DDTs levels in six types of land use

As shown in Table 3, DDTs concentrations in urban soils
among different types of land use followed the sequence:
CL>LA>CU>BU>RE>RO0. The mean concentration of DDTs in CL
was 5 times higher than that in LA and CU, and was more than
10 times higher than that in RE, BU and RO. The highest DDTs
level detected in CL was probably due to the fact that DDTs were
used to protect vegetation in these areas [17]. For LA and CU,
lawn and shrub are largely cultivated and protected routinely by
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Table 2

Concentrations of DDTs in soils in this study and other areas (ng/g).
Area Land use 2DDTs Reference
Tibet, China Soil in pristine areas ND? -2.83 Fu et al. [27]

Beijing, China
Beijing, China
Taiyuan, China
Tianjin, China
Hong Kong, China
Yinchuan, China

Romania

Krakow, Poland
Katowice, Poland

Beijing, China

Beijing, China

Beijing, China

Soils from Guanting Reservoir
Industrial site soil

Urban soil (n=15)

Urban and rural soil (n=188)
Surface soil (n=66)

Urban soil (n=16)

Rural soil (n=7)
Urban soil (n=13)

Urban and rural soil (n=24)
Urban and rural soil (n=24)

Urban soil

Rural soil

Urban and rural soil

ND? —94.07, 5.11 (median)
3020-67,430

1.8-100, 12 (median)

49.6 £126.8, 11.7 (geometric)
0.13-1900, 520 (mean)
0.410-1068, 92.1 (mean)

226.9+157.2,
113.1+151.8 (mean)

4.3-2400, 260 + 620 (mean)
23-260, 110+ 89 (mean)

0.03-1282.6

68.14 +189.46 (mean)
13.72(geometric)
9.96(median)

0.24-304.71

21.45 +54.15 (mean)
6.77 (geometric)
7.22 (median)

0.03-1282.58
21.45+168.87 (mean)
10.21 (geometric)
8.69 (median)

Zhang et al. [19]
Yang et al. [28]
Fuetal. [12]
Gong et al. [25]
Zhang et al. [29]
Wang et al. [30]

Covaci etal. [11]
Falandysz et al. [10]
Falandysz et al. [10]
This study

This study

This study

2 Not detected.

administrators using pesticide which contains DDTs, so higher
DDTs levels were also observed in LA and CU. As little vegetation is
cultivated in BU, RE and RO, and most of these places may be lack
of special vegetation management, DDTs concentration was much
lower in BU, RE and RO than in CL, LA and CU.

For soil samples in CL, excepting the Beijing Zoo and the Temple
of Heaven Park, the longer history the garden was, the higher con-
centration of DDTs was. As shown in Fig. 3, for the classical gardens
established after 1950s, when DDTs began to produce in China [34],
the concentrations of DDTs have a rapid increasing trend with the

Table 3
Concentrations of DDTs in six types of land use of urban soils in Beijing (ng/g).
Land-uses categories p,p’-DDE? p,p’-DDD? o,p’-DDT? p,p’-DDT? YDDTs?
RE (n=12)
Minimum 0.005 0.005 0.01 0.01 0.03
Maximum 91.72 1.02 9.52 49.78 205.72
Geometric mean 1.90 0.30 0.34 2.04 6.29
Mean +S.D. 12.24+7.41 0.50+0.10 1.41+0.75 9.00+4.01 23.15+12.12
CU (n=9)
Minimum 0.21 0.35 0.02 1.22 2.95
Maximum 327.59 4.59 38.23 126.28 496.68
Geometric mean 28.13 1.37 2.52 13.50 52.74
Mean +S.D. 78.51+£26.92 1.73+0.34 7.08 +£2.89 31.01+10.61 118.34+39.14
CL(n=9)
Minimum 50.45 0.15 25.69 25.80 116.77
Maximum 339.02 185.96 322.31 391.00 1003.99
Geometric mean 167.96 5.13 121.34 129.97 403.01
Mean +S.D. 201.75 +42.55 30.78 £25.90 166.75+42.17 185.35+48.12 584.63 +124.69
LA (n=12)
Minimum 0.28 0.15 0.01 0.43 1.02
Maximum 600.35 19.77 141.22 521.24 1282.58
Geometric mean 2.63 0.73 1.03 5.26 13.72
Mean +S.D. 54.66 +45.65 2.27+1.47 15.66+10.80 49.64 +39.52 122.23 +£97.00
BU (n=8)
Minimum 0.09 0.13 0.01 1.55 2.28
Maximum 136.52 3.50 60.83 56.73 174.26
Geometric mean 6.56 0.59 2.32 5.27 16.06
Mean +S.D. 34.14+15.41 0.87+0.31 11.51+6.04 10.14+5.25 56.66 +24.22
RO (n=77)
Minimum 0.005 0.005 0.01 0.01 0.41
Maximum 59.39 13.96 66.10 62.19 130.52
Geometric mean 0.71 0.85 0.49 1.93 6.32
Mean +S.D. 2.53+0.81 1.79+0.27 2.60+0.94 4.423+0.926 11.34+2.12

o

Minimum, maximum, geometric mean, arithmetic mean were calculated assuming non-detect (ND) measurements were equal to one-half MDLs.
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Fig. 3. Correlation between DDTs concentration and the age of classic garden.

age of classical gardens. For the classical gardens established before
1950s, the DDTs concentrations were similar. For example, both of
the Yuetan Park and the Beihai Park were established before 1950s;
although the former is almost 400 years older than the latter, the
concentration of DDTs in the Yuetan Park was little higher than that
in the Beihai Park. This suggests that the DDTs concentration in CL
was affected by both the usage history of DDTs and the age of the
classical gardens.

3.4. Spatial distribution of DDTs

In general, as shown in Fig. 4, the DDTs concentration in Beijing
showed a decreasing trend from the center of the city to the suburb.
The high values or hotspots existed in the center of Beijing, espe-
cially within the 3rd Ring Road. The district inside the 3rd Ring Road
is an old urban area with the longest history in Beijing. DDTs also
had a relatively high concentration in the northern part of the city,
where some universities are located and most of them were builtin
1950s. As mentioned in Section 3.3, the vegetation management in
universities may contribute to the accumulation of DDTs in urban
soils around. This spatial distribution trend of DDTs may result from
the development process of Beijing. The urban area of Beijing was
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formerly within the confines of the 2nd Ring Road, and it did not
make a big change until the middle of the 20th century. With 30
years rapid development since the economic reforms in 1978, the
urban area of Beijing has expanded to the newly constructed 5th
Ring Road. It was found that the DDTs concentration in newly built
urban area, especially the area around the 5th Ring Road, was much
lower than that in the center of the city. It inferred that DDTs con-
centration in urban soils of Beijing varied greatly with the history
of the urban area; the longer history the urban area was, the higher
the DDTs concentration was.

Moreover, decreasing trend of DDTs concentration in each type
ofland use was discovered from the area inside the 2nd Ring Road to
the area of the 5th Ring Road. Taking the CU for example, the aver-
ages of DDTs between the 2nd and 3rd Ring Road was 170.50 ng/g,
between the 3rd and 4th Ring Road was 88.80 ng/g, and between
the 4th and 5th Ring Road was 35.68 ng/g, respectively. In addition,
the spatial distribution of p,p’-DDE, p,p’-DDT and o,p’-DDT was the
same as that of the total DDTs.

3.5. Relationship between DDTs levels and physicochemical
properties of soil samples

The physicochemical properties of soil, such as pH, clay con-
tent, total organic carbon (TOC) and black carbon (BC) can affect
the distribution of DDTs in soils [35-37]. In this study, pH and
clay content in the soil samples followed normal distribution; TOC
and BC followed lognormal distribution. No significant correlations
between DDTs concentrations (log transformed) and pH and clay
content were found. Significant positive correlations of TOC (log
transformed) with p,p’-DDE (p=0.006), p,p’-DDD (p=0.036), p,p’-
DDT (p=0.005) and total DDTs (p=0.002) (log transformed) were
observed. Other researchers have reported similar positive correla-
tions between TOC and organic contaminants in soils [35,36,38,39].
Significant positive correlations of BC (log transformed) with p,p’-
DDE (p=0.000), o,p’-DDT (p = 0.000), p,p’-DDT (p =0.000) and total
DDTs (p =0.000) (log transformed) were also observed (Fig. 5), and
DDTs concentrations were better correlated to BC (12 =0.182) than
to TOC (r2=0.076). Similar results were also found by Oen et al.
[40]. BC may dominate hydrophobic organic compounds (HOCs)
sorption by soils because of its special structure and reduce the
bioavailability of HOCs in soils [41,42]. In this study, the DDTs
residue levels based on rigorous extraction and analysis might
overestimate the risk to organismes, it is necessary to make further
researches on the bioavailability of DDT levels in these areas.
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Fig. 4. Map of DDTs distribution in urban soils of Beijing.
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3.6. Pollution assessment

According to the Chinese Environmental Quality Standard for
Soils (GB 15618-1995), the soil quality is categorized to three grades
in which grade Il is best and grade III is worst. The maximum allow-
able concentrations for DDTs of grade I, grade II and grade III are
50, 500 and 1000 ng/g, respectively. In this study, accordingly, the
quality of soils was classified into no contamination with DDTs
concentration less than 50 ng/g; low contamination with DDTs con-
centration between 50 and 500 ng/g; moderate contamination with
DDTs concentration between 500 and 1000 ng/g, and high contam-
ination with DDTs concentration more than 1000 ng/g. It was found
that the concentrations of DDTs were less than 50 ng/g in 81.7% of
the samples; and those were between 50 and 500 ng/g in 13.7% of
the samples. Only 1.5% of the samples contained high DDTs levels
which exceeded 1000 ng/g. Therefore, the levels of DDTs in most
samples from the urban area of Beijing could be considered as no
contamination. However, the DDTs levels in several samples from
CL, including the Beihai Park, the Temple of Heaven Park, the Tao
Ranting Park, and the Ritan Park, were between 500 and 1000 ng/g,
which can be regarded as moderate contamination; and those in
the Yuetan Park and in the Agricultural Tourism Park in Haidian
(1282.58 ng/g,) were higher than 1000 ng/g, which can be regarded
as high contamination. Although DDTs levels in most samples of
Beijing urban soil were considered as no contamination, the mean
concentration of DDTs in urban soils was indeed higher than that
in rural soils of Beijing.

Furthermore, the DDTs contamination in RE and CU was
assessed with the standard of Canadian Soils Quality Guidelines

for residential areas (700 ng/g). One sample t-test showed that the
means of DDTs in RE and CU are significantly lower than the guide-
lines (p < 0.01), and the concentrations of DDTs in all the samples of
RE and CU were less than the guidelines, suggesting that DDTs lev-
els in these two types of land use soils might be categorized as no
contamination. The DDTs levels in BU were assessed with the soil
standard of Maryland in America (17,000 ng/g). One sample t-test
showed that the mean of DDTs in BU is significantly lower than the
standard (p<0.01), and the concentration of DDTs did not exceed
the standard, indicating that the DDTs levels in BU may do no harm
to humans. Using the standard of Canadian Soils Quality Guidelines
for park areas (700 ng/g) to assess the DDTs levels in CL and LA, one
sample t-test showed that the mean of DDTs in LA is significantly
(p<0.01) lower than the standard, and the concentrations of DDTs
in all the samples of LA were less than the standard except the sam-
ple from the Agricultural Tourism Park in Haidian with the DDTs
concentration of 1282.58 ng/g. For CL, except the samples of the
Beihai, the Yuetan and the Ritan Park, the concentrations of DDTs
in other samples were lower than the standard of Canadian Soils
Quality Guidelines.

In general, according to GB 15618-1995, the Canadian Soils
Quality Guidelines and the soil standard of Maryland in America,
the DDTs levels in the samples of RE, CU, BU, LA and RO could be
categorized as no contamination, and high contamination of DDTs
occurred in some samples from CL.

4. Conclusions

This work revealed the levels, spatial distribution and sources of
DDTs in urban soils of Beijing as well as DDTs variations in different
types of land; the main conclusions were drawn as follows:

(1) DDT and its metabolites were detected in urban soils of
Beijing, with their concentrations sequence as p,p’-DDE > p,p’-
DDT>o,p’-DDT>p,p’-DDD. The total DDTs concentrations
varied from 0.03 to 1282.58 ng/g, which were moderately com-
pared to other areas around the world. p,p’-DDE and p,p’-DDT
were the major contaminant compounds in the soil samples.

(2) Source identification indicated that only 22% of the samples,
which mainly located in RO, had the application of technical
DDTs recently. Although high DDTs level was detected in CL, the
ratio of (p,p’-DDE +p,p’-DDD) to p,p’-DDT showed that there
was no application of DDT in CL recently except the Yuetan
Park.

(3) Among the six types of land use, the mean concentration of
DDTs in CL was 5 times higher than that in LA and CU, and was
more than 10 times higher than that in RE, BU and RO, which
was due to the use of DDTs to protect vegetation in CL. Further-
more, for soil samples in CL, the longer history the garden was,
the higher concentration of DDTs was, suggesting that the DDTs
concentration in CL was affected by both the usage history of
DDTs and the age of the classical gardens.

(4) Spatial distribution revealed that DDTs concentration in Bei-
jing showed a decreasing trend from the center to the suburb.
This was due to the development process of Beijing. The longer
history the urban area was, the higher the DDTs concentration
was.

(5) For all of the samples, no significant correlations between the
residue levels of DDTs with soil pH and clay content were found;
positive correlations of DDTs with TOC and BC were found, and
DDTs concentrations were better correlated to BC (2 =0.182)
than to TOC (12 =0.076).

(6) On the basis of GB 15618-1995, the Canadian Soils Quality
Guidelines and the soil standard of Maryland in America, the
DDTs levels in the samples of RE, CU, BU, LA and RO could be
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considered as no contamination, and high contamination of
DDTs occurred in some samples from CL.

As high contamination of DDTs was found in CL, attention should
be paid to the environmental quality of the CL for the sake of human
health safety. In addition, some measures should be implemented
to avoid the application of technical DDTs in RO.

Acknowledgment

The study was supported by the Major State Basic Research
Development Program (No. 2009CB421605) and the National Sci-
ence Foundation of China (No: 40871228).

References

[1] K.G. Tiller, Urban soil contamination in Australia, Aust. J. Soil Res. 30 (1992)
937-957.

[2] P.W. Abrahams, Soils: their implications to human health, Sci. Total Environ.
209 (2002) 1-32.

[3] M. Imperato, P. Adamo, D. Naimo, M. Arienzo, D. Stanzione, P. Violante, Spatial
distribution of heavy metals in urban soils of Naples city (Italy), Environ. Pollut.
124 (2003) 247-256.

[4] K.M. Banat, F.M. Howari, A.A. Al-Hamad, Heavy metals in urban soils of central
Jordan: should we worry about their environmental risks? Environ. Res. 97
(2005) 258-273.

[5] T.B. Chen, Y.M. Zheng, Z.C. Huang, H.T. Wu, H. Chen, K K. Fan, X. Wu, Q.Z. Tian,
Assessment of heavy metal pollution in surface soils of urban parks in Beijing,
China, Chemosphere 60 (2005) 542-551.

[6] X.H. Li, Y.F. Zhu, XF. Liu, S. Fu, X.B. Xu, H.X. Cheng, Distribution of HCHs and
DDTs in soils from Beijing City, China, Arch. Environ. Contam. Toxicol. 51 (2006)
329-336.

[7] B.Aichner, B. Glaser, W. Zech, Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and polychlo-
rinated biphenyls in urban soils from Kathmandu, Nepal, Org. Geochem. 38
(2007) 700-715.

[8] A.M. Soto, K. Chung, C. Sonnenshein, The pesticides endosulfan, toxaphene and
dieldrin have estrogenic effects on human estrogen-sensitive cells, Environ.
Health Perspect. 102 (1994) 380-383.

[9] M. Patlak, A testing deadline for endocrine disruptors, Environ. Sci. Technol. 30
(1996) 540-544.

[10] J. Falandysz, B. Brudnowska, M. Kawano, T. Wakimoto, Polychlorinated
biphenyls and organochlorine pesticides in soils from the southern part of
Poland, Arch. Environ. Contam. Toxicol. 40 (2001) 173-178.

[11] A. Covaci, C. Hura, P. Schepens, Selected persistent organochlorine pollutants
in Romania, Sci. Total Environ. 280 (2001) 143-152.

[12] S. Fu, H.X. Cheng, Y.H. Liu, X.B. Xu, Levels and distribution of organochlorine
pesticides in various media in a mega-city, China, Chemosphere 75 (2009)
588-594.

[13] H.B.Boyd,F.Pedersen, K.H. Cohr, A. Damborg, P. Kristensen, L. Samsge-Petersen,
Exposure scenarios and guidance values for urban soil pollutants, Regul. Toxi-
col. Pharmacol. 30 (1999) 197-208.

[14] X.D. Li, C.S. Poon, P.S. Liu, Heavy metal contamination of urban street dusts in
Hong Kong, Appl. Geochem. 16 (2001) 1361-1368.

[15] S. Fu, Z.Z. Yang, K. Li, X.B. Xu, Polychlorinated biphenyl residues in sandstorm
depositions in Beijing, China, Chemosphere 73 (2008) 962-966.

[16] X.H.Li, LL. Ma, X.F. Liu, S. Fu, H.X. Chen, X.B. Xu, Polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bon in urban soil from Beijing, China, J. Environ. Sci. 18 (2006) 944-950.

[17] X.H. Li, W. Wang, J. Wang, X.L. Cao, X.F. Wang, ].C. Liu, X.F. Liu, X.B. Xu, X.N.
Jiang, Contamination of soils with organochlorine pesticides in urban parks in
Beijing, China, Chemosphere 70 (2008) 1660-1668.

[18] Y.F. Zhu, H. Liu, Z.Q. Xi, H.X. Cheng, X.B. Xu, Organochlorine pesticides (DDTs
and HCHs) in soils from the outskirts of Beijing, China, Chemosphere 60 (2005)
770-778.

[19] H. Zhang, Y.L. Lu, RW. Dawson, Y. Shi, T.Y. Wang, Classification and ordi-
nation of DDT and HCH in soil samples from the Guanting Reservoir, China,
Chemosphere 60 (2005) 762-769.

[20] X.F. Wang, D.Z. Wang, X.F. Qin, X.B. Xu, Residues of organochlorine pesticides
in surface soils from college schoolyards in Beijing, China, J. Environ. Sci. 20
(2008) 1090-1096.

[21] O". Gustafsson, F. Haghseta, C. Chan, ]J. Macfarlane, P.M. Gschwend, Quantifi-
cation of the dilute sedimentary soot phase: implication for PAH specification
and bioavailability, Environ. Sci. Technol. 31 (1997) 203-209.

[22] O".Gustafsson, T.D. Bucheli, Z. Kukulska, M. Andersson, C. Largeau, ].N. Rouzaud,
C.M. Reddy, T.I. Eglinton, Evaluation of a protocol for the quantification of black
carbon in sediments, Global Biogeochem. Cycles 15 (2001) 881-890.

[23] Z. Vryzas, P.M. Euphemia, Determination of triazine and chloroacetanilide
herbicides in soils by microwave-assisted extraction (MAE) coupled to gas
chromatographic analysis with either GC-NPD or GC-MS, ]. Agric. Food Chem.
50(2002) 5026-5033.

[24] J.E. Cavanagh, K.A. Burns, G.J. Burnskill, R]. Coventry, Organochlorine pesticide
residues in soils and sediments of the Herbert and Burdekin River regions, North
Queensland—implications for contamination of the Great Barrier Reef, Mar.
Pollut. Bull. 39 (1999) 367-375.

[25] Z.M. Gong, S. Tao, F.L. Xu, R. Dawson, W.X. Liu, Y.H. Cui, J. Cao, XJ. Wang, W.R.
Shen, WJ. Zhang, B.P. Qing, R. Sun, Level and distribution of DDT in surface soils
from Tianjin, China, Chemosphere 54 (2004) 1247-1253.

[26] A. Aguillar, Relationship of DDE/DDT in marine mammals to the chronology of
DDT input to the ecosystem, Can. ]. Fish Aquat. Sci. 41 (1984) 840-844.

[27] S. Fu, S.G. Chu, X.B. Xu, Organochlorine pesticide residue in soils from Tibet,
China, Bull. Environ. Contam. Toxicol. 66 (2001) 171-177.

[28] W.R.Yang, R.S. Wang, C.B. Zhou, F. Li, Distribution and health risk assessment of
organochlorine pesticides (OCPs) in industrial site soils: a case study of urban
renewal in Beijing, China, J. Environ. Sci. 21 (2009) 366-372.

[29] H.B.Zhang, Y.M. Luo, Q.G. Zhao, M.H. Wang, G.L. Zhang, Residues of organochlo-
rine pesticides in Hong Kong soils, Chemosphere 63 (2006) 633-641.

[30] W. Wang, X.H. Li, X.F. Wang, X.Z. Wang, H. Lu, X.N. Jiang, X.B. Xu, Levels and
chiral signatures of organochlorine pesticides in urban soils of Yinchuan, China,
Bull. Environ. Contam. Toxicol. 82 (2009) 505-509.

[31] X. Qiu, T. Zhu, j. Li, H. Pan, Q. Li, G. Miao, J. Gong, Organochlorine pesticides
in the air around the Tanhu Lake, China, Environ. Sci. Technol. 38 (2004)
1368-1374.

[32] D. Xu, M. Dan, Y. Song, Z. Chai, G. Zhuang, Concentration characteristics of
extractable organohalagens in PM; 5 and PM; in Beijing, China, Atmos. Environ.
39(2005) 4119-4128.

[33] K. Jaga, C. Dharmani, Global surveillance of DDT and DDE levels in human
tissues, Int. J. Occup. Med. Environ. Health 16 (2003) 7-20.

[34] X. Qiu, T. Zhu, B. Yao, J. Hu, S. Hu, Contribution of dicofol to the current DDT
pollution in China, Environ. Sci. Technol. 39 (2005) 4385-4390.

[35] M.D. Borisover, E.R. Graber, Specific interaction of organic compounds with soil
organic carbon, Chemosphere 34 (1997) 1761-1776.

[36] A. Ribes, J.O. Grimalt, Temperature and organic matter dependence of the
distribution of organochlorine compounds in mountain soils from the sub-
tropical Atlantic (Teide, Tenerife Island), Environ. Sci. Technol. 36 (2002)
821-827.

[37] K.D. Wenzel, M. Manz, A. Hubert, G. Schiilirmann, Fate of POPs (DDX, HCHs,
PCBs) in upper soil layers of pine forests, Sci. Total Environ. 286 (2002) 143-154.

[38] P.D. Boehm, J.W. Farrington, Aspects of the polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon
geochemistry of recent sediments in the Georges Bank region, Environ. Sci.
Technol. 18 (1984) 840-845.

[39] K. Kalbitz, P. Popp, W. Geyer, G. Hanschmann, 3-HCH mobilization in polluted
wetland soils as influenced by dissolved organic matter, Sci. Total Environ. 204
(1997) 37-48.

[40] A.M.P.Oen, G.Cornelissen, G.D.Breedveld, Relation between PAH and black car-
bon contents in size fractions of Norwegian harbor sediments, Environ. Pollut.
141 (2006) 370-380.

[41] Y. Ran, K. Sun, Y. Yang, B.S. Xing, E. Zeng, Strong sorption of phenanthrene
by condensed organic matter in soils and sediments, Environ. Sci. Technol. 41
(2007) 3952-3958.

[42] W.A.Thorson, W.G. Cope, D. Shea, Bioavailability of PAHs: effects of soot carbon
and PAH source, Environ. Sci. Technol. 38 (2004) 2029-2037.



	Distribution and sources of DDTs in urban soils with six types of land use in Beijing, China
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Study area
	Sample collection and pretreatment
	Reagents
	DDTs analysis
	Extraction and cleanup
	Chromatographic analysis

	Physicochemical parameter analysis
	Quality assurance and quality control
	Statistical analysis

	Results and discussion
	Concentrations of DDTs in urban soils of Beijing
	Sources of DDTs in urban soils
	Comparision of DDTs levels in six types of land use
	Spatial distribution of DDTs
	Relationship between DDTs levels and physicochemical properties of soil samples
	Pollution assessment

	Conclusions
	Acknowledgment
	References


